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Basic facts about Australia

Did you know Australia is the world's
largest island but the smallest continent?
Aboriginal Australian is the oldest
civilisation dating back at least 60,000
years!
90% of the Australian population lives
near the beach.
There are over 10,000 beaches in
Australia. It would take you over 27 years
to visit a new beach every day.
Most of Australian wildlife is unique to
Australia such as kangaroos and koalas. 

Australian vocabulary

G'day - Good day
Mate - Friend (watch out for unfriendly
tone)
No Worries - It's ok/ no problem
Arvo - Afternoon
Brekkie - Breakfast
Mozzies - Mosquitoes
Uni - University
Brolly - Umbrella
Barbie - Barbecue
Biccy/Bikkie - Biscuit
Coppers - Policeman
Ambo - Ambulance
Footy  - Football (Aussie Rules, NRL)
Maccas - McDonald's
Veggies - Vegetables

These are some of the slangs you may hear
while in Australia:

Australian culture
Australian culture has more to offer than just
cricket, rugby, tennis, going to beautiful
beaches or the wildlife such as kangaroos
and koalas!

Australia is an egalitarian society. People
believe in the right to a 'fair go' regardless of
who you are and have an easy going attitude.
Mateship or friendship is another great
Australian spirit that is built on camaraderie.

Aussies are also known for their sense of
humour! They are self-deprecating.

Why Australia?

Australia is known as one of the world's
most diverse and multicultural countries.

Did you know 30% of Australians were born
overseas? Such diversity has made
Australia an amazing place to live and
experience.

If you love fresh air, lots of sunshine, blue
skies, beautiful landscape and outdoor
lifestyle then Australia is the place for you!

Life in Australia

Australia is a lifestyle destination.

The love for the outdoors is one of the best
traits of Aussies. The beautiful weather,
beaches and landscape must have
something to do with it.

Australia is a multicultural society where you
can experience rich assortment of culture,
food and festivals and find the support you
need.

Australians are quite laidback and may seem
to some as very casual however they put a lot
of emphasis on safety and rules within the
society for the good of all.

Experiencing Australia
The seasons are upside down literally!
December to February is summer and June
to August is winter.

To enjoy Aussie lifestyle to the fullest,
immerse yourself in sporting culture (follow a
team), enjoy the beaches, try variety of
cuisines and visit the Outback to see wildlife!

Aussies love to form nicknames by using
minimal amount of syllables such as Barry
becomes Baz! and Sharon becomes Shaz!

Cafe, picnic, barbecue (BBQ) or going to pub
is an essential way to experience Australian
way of life and relax with friends.
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Studying in Australia

Australia is a great place to study and
Australian education system is one of the
best in the world.

Education providers and courses offered to
international students have to be registered
with Commonwealth Register of Institutions
and Courses for Overseas Students (CRICOS)
for you to secure your student visa.

Check out our Planning to Study in Australia
fact sheet for more information.

Australian biosecurity

Australian biosecurity laws are one of the
strictest in the world. So do your research
before you bring any item into Australia.

Australian customs laws prohibits you from
bringing certain food, plant materials and
animal products due to the threat of
introducing serious pests and diseases into
Australia.

It is always good to declare anything you are
bringing to Australia to ensure you don't end
up with heavy fines or legal ramifications.

Working in Australia

As an international student you are entitled to
work 40 hours per fortnight during semester,
and unlimited hours during your holiday
breaks.

Obtain Tax File Number (TFN) before you start
working. It's free to get. TFN ensures you do
not pay more tax than what is required. 

You are entitled to Superannuation or 'Super'
from your employer. It's the law.

All employees including international students
and visitors have same work entitlements as
Australians.

Australian health system

Australian health system offers a wide range
of services from general and preventative
health to emergency health services and
hospital care.

The system primarily has two parts:  the
public health system (Medicare) and the
private health system. You can either access
one of two or  a mix of both depending on the
care needed.

If you have 8501 condition on your visa then
you will need to take out an appropriate level
of health insurance in Australia to comply
with your visa condition.

Further information

Check out the links for further information:

Tourism Australia

Study in Australia

Australian Taxation Office (ATO)

Fair Work Ombudsman

Transport in Australia

Australian Health System

Australian Border Force

Emergency number to call in Australia "000'

Transport in Australia

Australia has a very good public transport
network consisting of buses, trains, trams and
ferries. In some states international students
are entitled to concessions on some or all of
these.

If you are planning to drive in Australia then
check the driving laws for your state/territory
before you arrive. Driving laws differ between
states and territories.

Remember, we drive on the left hand side of
the road in Australia!
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